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 RESUME OF DR. DONALD W. BURNES 
donwburnes@gmail.com 

  
 
EDUCATION 
  
Phillips Exeter Academy, Exeter, New Hampshire, 1959  
Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey, BA, 1963 
Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri, MA, 1967 
Columbia University, Teachers' College, New York City, PhD., 1975 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  
 
Acting Executive Director, Burnes Institute, 2013-Present 
 
Chair, Board of Directors, The Burnes Institute, 2013 
 
Chair, State Workgroup on Homelessness Management Information System, 2013 
 
Chair, Workgroup on Community Mapping on Homelessness Services for Colorado, 2013 
 
Member, Leadership Committee of Family Link, 2012-2013 
 
Member, Evaluation Committee of Aurora@Home Pilot Project, 2012-2013 
 
Reviewer for MHUW proposals, 2012-2013 
 
Consultant to Office of Homelessness in the Colorado Governor’s Office, 2010-2013 
 
Member of the Housing and Homelessness Funders Collaborative of Colorado, 2005-2013 
 
Chair, Evaluation Committee of Denver’s Road Home Homeless Commission, 2012 
 
Chair, Evaluation Committee of Adams County, CO Blue Ribbon Commission, 2011-2012 
 
Working on the Creation of a Colorado Homelessness Research Institute, 2011-2012 
 
Informal Advisor to the Executive Director of Denver’s Road Home, 2010-2012 
 
Member, Board of Directors of Metro Denver Homelessness Initiative, 2005-2009 
 
Volunteer Executive Director of Families and Allies Working Together, a small non-profit that works 
with people with developmental disabilities, 2010-2011 
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Member of various committees to implement Denver’s 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness, 2005-2008 
 
Reviewer of Denver’s draft 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness, 2005 
 
Researcher and writer in the field of Persons with Developmental Disabilities, 2004 
 
Consultant to the Colorado Developmental Disabilities Council, 2004  
 
Researcher and writer in local history in Dana Point, California.  Co-authored, with Alice Baum, four 
short books on local California history, 1996-2003 
 
Consultant and Policy Analyst on issues related to homelessness, 1988-1996 
 
Keynote Speaker. with Alice Baum, at annual conference of the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill, 
1995 
 
Consultants to several cities about improving programs for the homeless, 1993-1995 
 
Expert Witness for the City of San Francisco in major lawsuit regarding homelessness, 1994 
 
Co-author, with Alice Baum, of A Nation in Denial: The Truth About Homelessness and numerous 
articles about homelessness, 1993 
 
Consultant to Washington area churches on issues concerning homelessness, 1990  
 
Consultant to the Community Foundation of Greater Washington, including the preparation of policy 
recommendations for their major report on homelessness in the Washington metropolitan area, 1989  
 
Consultant to FACETS, a Fairfax, VA direct services program for homeless families, 1989  
 
Executive Director, Samaritan Ministry of Greater Washington, Inc., a church-based not-for-profit 
organization which provides multiple services to low-income and homeless residents in Washington, 
D. C., 1986-1988 
 
Education Policy Consultant.  Leader of field research team for Congressionally mandated study of 
Chapter 1, the successor to Title I, 1985-1986   
 
Assistant Executive Director for Elementary and Secondary Education, Education Commission of the 
States, Denver, Colorado.  Authored several articles on education policy for ECS publications, 1983-
1985    
 
Consultant in State Education Policy for Danforth Foundation - Arkansas, Louisiana, Oregon, South 
Carolina, 1985  
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Consultant on Study of Chapter I - Abt Associates, 1985  
 
Consultant to Southern Education Foundation, 1985  
 
Consultant to NAACP Legal Defense Fund, 1985 
 
Consultant to Interstate Migrant Education Council, 1984-1985  
 
Director, Education Governance Center, Education Commission of the States, Denver, Colorado. 
Author, ECS publication on State Administration of Schools, 1982-1983 
 
Director, Legal and Governmental Studies, National Institute of Education, U. S. Department of 
Education.  Ran a $2.5 million peer-review grants program on legal and governmental issues in 
education, 1978-1982  
 
Director of Administrative Studies, National Institute of Education's Congressionally mandated  study 
of Title I, the education component of the War on Poverty.  Principal author, Volume on Federal and 
State Administration of Title I.  Authored articles on Title I administration for education journals, 
1975-1978  
  
Consultant to the Ford Foundation, 1974-1975  
 
Consultant to Bank Street College of Education, 1973 
 
Consultant to U. S. Office of Education, Follow Through Branch, 1973  
 
Consultant to Early Childhood Office of the New Jersey State Department of Education, 1972  
 
Evaluation Specialist, Division of Compensatory Education, U. S. Office of Education, 1969-1972 
 
Social Science Analyst, U. S. Commission on Civil Rights.  Authored an article on Community 
Control of Schools for the Civil Rights Digest, 1968-1969 
 
Special Assistant to the President of Miles College, and Director of the College's Vista Program, 
Birmingham, Alabama, 1967-1968  
 
Assistant to the Director of Research and Planning,  Episcopal Diocese of Missouri, 1966-1967 
  
Volunteer for Mission. Served as first domestically assigned VFM as a volunteer church worker at 
Trinity Church, St. Louis, and helped develop model strategies for inner-city mission across the 
country, 1963-1965 
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PROFESSIONAL PAPERS AND REPORTS 
 
See attached list in the area of homelessness 
 
"State Efforts to Assess Excellence" (with Barbara Lindner) - Education Leadership, October, 1985 
 
"State Efforts to Assess Excellence" (with Barbara Lindner).  Working Paper No. E-85-1.  Denver, 
Colorado: Education Commission of the States, July, 1985 
 
State Governance of Education: 1983.  (with Robert Palaich, Aims McGuiness, and Patricia Flakus-
Mosqueda).  Denver, Colorado: Education Commission of the States, May, 1983 
 
"FY 1982 Research Area Plan for Legal and Governmental Studies", Unpublished Working Paper, 
Washington, D.C.: National Institute of Education, March, 1980 
 
"Grants for Research on Law and Governance in Education", Research Grants Announcement, 
Washington, D.C.: General Printing Office, February, 1979 
 
" A Case Study of Federal Involvement in Education", in Government in the Classroom: Dollars and 
Power in Education, Proceedings of the Academy of Political Science, Vol. 33, No. 3, 1978 
 
"From Congressional Intent to Local Program Delivery: Present Reality in the Administration of Title I 
ESEA", (with Richard Moss), IRDC Bulletin, Vol. XIII, No. 1, Winter, 1978 
 
Administration of Compensatory Education: A Report from the National Institute of Education.  
Washington, D.C.: Department of Health, Education and Welfare, 1977 
 
"The Emergency School Assistance Program: An Empirical Analysis of the Nixon Administration's 
Desegregation Policies", (with Allan Odden), New Direction for Education, Vol.1, No. 3, 1973 
 
"Community Controlled Schools: Politics and Education", Civil Rights Digest, Vol. 2, No. 4, Fall, 
1969 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS AND CONFERENCES 
 
See attached list in the area of homelessness 
 
Participant, Federal Interagency Council on the Homeless Regional Workshop, Philadelphia, PA, June, 
1990 
 
Presenter, "Role of Research", Board of Directors, First in the Nation in Education Foundation, Des 
Moines, Iowa, October, 1985 
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Presenter, Session on "Community Involvement and Education Reform", Education Commission of the 
States Conference, Boulder, Colorado, June, 1985 
 
Presentation to Florida Legislative Study Committee on Education Governance, May, 1985 
 
Chairperson, Symposium on "State Education Agencies' Strategies to Support Local School 
Improvement", AERA, Chicago, Illinois, April, 1985 
 
Presenter, Symposium on "Federal and State Approaches to Assessing Excellence" AERA, Chicago, 
Illinois, April, 1985 
 
Presenter, Session on "Impact of Reforms on States and Local School Districts", Colorado Conference, 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, April, 1985 
 
Presenter, Meeting on "Impact of Reforms on Minorities", Southern Education Foundation Meeting, 
Atlanta, Georgia, March, 1985 
 
Presenter, Session on "Evaluation and School Reform", Education Research Society, San Francisco, 
California, October, 1984 
 
Presenter, Legislative Study Committee on Educational Reforms, Jefferson City, Missouri, September, 
1984 
 
Presenter, Meeting on "State Strategies for School Improvement", Region VIII, Salt Lake City, Utah, 
July, 1984 
 
Discussant, Symposium on "Rethinking Federal-State Relations in Education", AEFA, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, March, 1982 
 
Participant in Florida State Study Group for the Revision of the Florida School Finance Formula, 
Tallahassee, Florida, November, 1981 
 
Co-convener, Conference on "Strategies and Options for the Federal Role in Education", National 
Institute of Education/School Finance Project, Washington, DC, October, 1981 
 
Discussant, Symposium on "The Policy-Making Capacity of the Courts", APPAM, Washington, DC, 
October, 1981 
 
Chairperson, Symposium on "The Impact of Federal Grant Consolidation on Local School Districts", 
AASA, Washington, DC, July, 1981 
 
Presenter, Panel on "The Future of Title I", NACEDC, Washington, DC, November, 1980 
 
Presenter, Symposium on "Impact of Compensatory Education Study on Urban Education", AERA, 
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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, November, 1977 
 
Presentation of Testimony to US House of Representatives Subcommittee on Elementary and 
Secondary Education on "The Administration of Title I", Congress, Washington, DC, October, 1977 
 
Presenter, Conference of Michigan Educators on Compensatory Education Study, Washington, DC, 
October, 1977 
 
Chairperson, Symposium on "NIE Studies in the Administration and Implementation of Title I", 
AERA, New York, New York, April, 1977 
 
Chairperson, Symposium on "How Organization-Environment Interactions Influence the Ability of 
Michigan's State Education Agency", AERA, New York, New York, April, 1977 
 
Presenter, National Association of Administrators of State and Federally Assisted Education Programs 
on Compensatory Education Study, Palm Springs, California, November, 1976 
 
Presenter, Symposium on "Issues in Federal Education Programs", AERA, Chicago, Illinois, April, 
1974 
 
 
 
HONORS AND PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
Scholar In Residence, Denver University Graduate School of Social Work, 2013 
 
Member, Governor’s Interagency Advisory Group on Homelessness, 2012-2013 
 
Member of Denver’s Road Home Homeless Commission, 2011-2012 
 
Member of Blue Ribbon Commission in Adams County, CO to create 10-Year Plan to End 
Homelessness, 2011-2012 
 
Board member of Families and Allies, 2004-2011 
 
Board member of the Metro Denver Homelessness Initiative, 2005-2009 
 
Member, Mayor's Homeless Coordinating Council, Washington, DC, 1987-1989 
 
Who's Who in the East, 1981 
 
Quality Step Increase, NIE, 1980 
 
Ford Foundation Scholarship, Teachers College, 1974 
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Research Assistantship, Teachers College, 1973 
 
American Educational Research Association 
Kappa Delta Pi (Honorary Education Society) 
 
Washington University Graduate Fellowship 
 
 
SPEECHES AND PRESENTATIONS     
 
 Alice S. Baum and Donald W. Burnes, PhD 
 A Nation in Denial: The Truth About Homelessness  
 
 
March 1, 1993: Washington, D.C. Ward 3 Citizens Committee on Shelter and Homelessness, 
presentation. 
 
April 23, 1933: Virginia State Department of Health, Conference on Homelessness and WIC (Women, 
Infant, and Children), Keynote Speech. 
 
June 3, 1993: Northern Virginia Coalition for the Homeless, Keynote Speech. 
 
July 18, 1993: Morgan County, WV, presentation. 
 
July 26, 1993:  Department of Human Services and Department of Mental Health,  Martinsburg, 
WV, presentation. 
 
October 4, 1993: Presentation at Powell's Books, Portland, OR. 
 
October 6, 1993: Conference on Homelessness, University of Maryland, Baltimore Campus, School of 
Public Health, Keynote Speech and Panel Discussion. 
 
October 10, 1993: Alliance for the Mentally Ill of Maryland, Annual Conference,  Keynote Speech.  
 
October 28, 1993: Downtown Business Partnership, Baltimore Maryland,  Conference, Keynote 
Speech.  
 
November 2, 1993: Discovery Institute and Medina Foundation, Seattle, WA: Morning Panel 
Presentation; Afternoon Keynote Speech. 
  
November 21, 1993: St. Columba's Episcopal Church, Washington, DC. 
 
January 24 to 28, 1994: University of Illinois, 4 undergraduate classes in Political Science and 
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Sociology; 2 classes at the College of Law; seminar with faculty and graduate students at the College 
of Social Work. 
 
January 25, 1994: Urbana Rotary Club, Urbana, IL. 
 
January 25, 1994: University of Illinois, Miller Lecture. 
 
January 26, 1994: Council of Service Providers, Champaign Regional Plan Commission. 
 
January 26, 1994:  Community Mental Health Board and Service Providers, Champaign County, IL. 
 
January 27, 1994: Roundtable discussion with elected officials: Urbana, Champaign, and Champaign 
County, IL. 
 
January 28, 1994: Presentation to Clergy Association, Champaign County, IL. 
January 28, 1994: Presentation to Campustown Merchants Association, Champaign, IL. 
 
February 18, 1994: Presentation to Wilmer, Cutler and Pickering, Amicus attorneys for Santa Ana, 
CA, Tobe v. City of Santa Ana. 
 
February 22, 1994:  Denver Bar Association, Committee on Social Concerns 
 
February 23, 1994: St. Francis Center, Denver. 
 
February 24, 1994: Denver Planning Commission. 
 
March 6, 1994: United Congregational Church, Seattle, WA. 
 
March 6, 1994:  Presentation at Elliott Bay Book Store, Seattle, WA. 
 
March 15, 1994: Speech at Cosmos Club, Washington, DC. 
 
March 22, 1994: Montgomery County Coalition for the Homeless, Rockville, MD. 
 
April 6, 1994: Phoenix House, New York, NY: presentation to Board. 
 
April 7, 1994: Seminar at Cooper Union, NYC. 
 
April 16, 1994: San Diego, Pacific Sociological Association 
 
April 18, 1994: Los Angeles, Occidental College, seminar. 
 
April 30, 1994: Connecticut Alliance for the Mentally Ill, Keynote address at statewide annual 
meeting. 
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June 21, 1994: Volunteers of America, National Meeting, Baltimore, MD; presentation at 
Homelessness Roundtable. 
 
July, 9 1994: National Alliance for the Mentally Ill, Annual Meeting, San  Antonio, TX, Panel 
Discussion with HUD Secretary Henry Cisneros. 
 
July 29, 1994: Memo to Office of the City Attorney, San Francisco, CA. 
 
October 22, 1994: Fairfax County Department Human Services, Focus Day. 
 
January  4, 1995: Meeting with Mayor Frank Jordan and City officials from Departments of Social 
Services, Public Health, Mental Health, Substance Abuse Services, and Matrix outreach team. 
 
April 27 and 28, 1995: Meetings in collaboration with AARR and community leaders and service 
providers, Springfield, MO. 
 
December 13, 1995: Phoenix House, Los Angeles, CA: presentation to Board. 
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